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Cover Story — Page 12
Army ROTC cadets and ac-
tive-duty Soldiers attack the 
litter obstacle course at Fort 
Lewis, Wash.  

— Photo by Jason Kaye
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M
ANAGING Army facilities worldwide is a big job 

that’s ably done by the Installation Management 

Command. For an in-depth look at  the organiza-

tion and its operations, check out the article beginning on 

page 8. Then, turn to page 12 to zero in on how one of the 

Army’s larger posts is growing to better serve Soldiers and 

families in “Expanding Fort Lewis.” And, fi nally, see how 

things are done in Hawaii by reading “Managing Pohakuloa,” 

which opens on page 16.

Each year thousands of Soldiers and civilians gather 

at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., for a grueling long-

distance march to honor the American and Filipino service 

members who died during the infamous World War II Bataan 

Death March. For event 

coverage and competi-

tors’ tips, turn to page 

20.

This month we also 

offer stories on top 

high school football 

players who gather for 

the Army All-American 

Bowl, how the Corps 

of Engineers is helping rebuild Iraq, how Italy-based Soldiers 

are vying for German army skill badges, and how constant 

development and testing help improve fi eld meals.

And, fi nally, we here at Soldiers wish you all a happy 

and joyous Thanksgiving.
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Reserve-Component Issue
THE August reserve-component issue 
was a great overview of how much our 
Guard and Reserve Soldiers do for the 
Army and the nation. I especially liked 
the article “Defending the Homeland,” 
because it pointed out the many ways 
that Guard Soldiers and Airmen help 
protect the nation’s borders — some-
thing most Americans don’t know 
about.

Thanks for a great issue. Keep up 
the good work.

Albert R. Lincoln

via e-mail

AS a career Border Patrol officer I don’t 
often see Soldiers magazine, but a 
young National Guard Soldier who’s 
working with us showed me your Au-
gust issue. It was very well done, and I 
especially liked the article “The Guard 
on the Border.” 

The honest truth is that having 
Guard Soldiers working with us has 
been a real success story. It’s no se-
cret that the Border Patrol has been 
stretched real thin over the past few 
years, and being able to call on the 
Guard for people and equipment has 
really helped us deal with the waves of 
illegal immigrants pouring across the 
border.

Thanks to all the Soldiers who’ve 
volunteered their time to help us secure 
the nation’s borders.

Name withheld by request

via e-mail

USARSO Focus
THANKS for the September articles on 
U.S. Army, South. With the Army, and 
the nation, focused on Iraq and Afghani-
stan, it’s nice to see coverage of an area 
that remains especially important to the 
United States. 

Thanks for the effort. And is there 
any chance we’ll see more USARSO-
oriented coverage in future issues?

SFC José Garcia

via e-mail

THANKS for the kind words. We here 
at SOLDIERS try to cover every region 

in which there is an Army presence 
— whether active duty, Guard or Re-
serve — and we agree that operations 
in Central and South America don’t 
get the coverage they deserve. We 
will do our best to continue to provide 
stories on this important region.

Army Bull Riders?
OKAY, I’m confused. With the Army at 
war in both Iraq and Afghanistan, as 
well as continuing to confront terror 
worldwide, the Army has decided it’s 
important to support bull riders?

I get that having the Army logo 
on race cars or athletes is good for 
recruiting, but I sure hope that in an 
era of tight budgets — when we need 
to be spending every penny to support 
our troops in combat — that we’re not 
actually putting money into this kind 
of thing.

Anthony Bland

via e-mail

Rescue Engineers
THE September article “MDW’s Rescue 
Engineers” was great. I never realized 
the Army had a specialized technical-
rescue unit, and it was an interesting 
read.

I also want to complement Don 
Wagner on his photos — they put me 
right up there on the high line with the 
Soldier. Great work!

SGT Rod Legard

via e-mail

Cheers for the USO
I READ with interest SSG Julie Nicolov’s 
September article on the continuing 
work of the USO. 

Over the course of my 30-year 
military career I was lucky enough to see 
several USO shows, always in places 
where we never expected to see celeb-
rities. Having those people come out to 
the middle of nowhere to entertain us 
was always a great feeling, and I know 
we all appreciated it.

Thanks for the all the wonderful-
memories!

Col. John Ashe, USMC (Ret.)

via e-mail

Pentagon Memorial
ANDRICKA Hammonds’ September ar-
ticle on the effort to construct a memo-
rial to those who died in the September 
2001 terrorist attack on the Pentagon 
was very moving. 

Reading about those who lost loved 
ones in the attack was a firm reminder 
that we are at war, and that many of 
those who planned the 9/11 attacks 
haven’t been brought to justice yet. 

While I can’t say that the proposed 
design really knocks me out, it’s nice 
to see that a memorial is finally being 
built.

Linda Jagger

via e-mail

I REALLY enjoyed the September piece 
about the Pentagon Memorial to the 
victims of the 9/11 attacks. I think the 
design is innovative, and I hope it will 
draw visitors in and help them remem-
ber those lost on that terrible day

Thanks for the story, and I hope we 
never forget the vistims of 9/11, or the 
family members and loved ones they 
left behind. 

MSG George Steffens (Ret.)

via e-mail

For links to the Army News 
Service and Soldiers Radio 
Live,  visit www.army.mil  

•
WW 
W 

Soldiers values your opinion 
To comment, keep your remarks 
to under 150 words, include your 
name, rank and address and send 
them to: 

Mail Call, Soldiers, 
9325 Gunston Road, Ste. S108, 
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5581,

or e-mail: soldiers@belvoir.army.mil
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The Army in  Act ion

On Point
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  Southwest Asia
U.S. Airmen load Army Humvees into a 
C-17 Globemaster III aircraft in South-
west Asia for transport to Bagram, Af-
ghanistan.    

 — Photo by SrA Brian Ferguson, USAF
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On  PointOn Point

  Afghanistan
A  Soldier from the 710th Combat Support Hospi-
tal looks into the ear of a patient during a medical 
civil-action project being conducted at a school in 
Khowst province. 

 — Photo by CPL Thomas Childs
  
  Iraq

An Iraqi boy walks beside SPC Andrew Ruhlman 
of the 2nd Battalion, 37th Armored Regt., as he 
conducts a presence patrol in Tall Afar.

— Photo by SSgt. Jacob N. Bailey, USAF

  Iraq
A Soldier from the 101st Airborne Di-
vision’s 4th Brigade, 506th Regimental 
Combat Team, posts a warning notice to 
insurgents in an area east of Baghdad. 
          — Photo by PH1 Keith W. DeVinney, USN
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  Washington State
PFC Luke Schneider, one of the 550
Soldiers assigned to Task Force 
Blaze, uses a Pulaski tool to hunt for 
smoldering embers. The active-duty 
Army task force deployed from Fort 
Lewis, Wash., to help civilian firefight-
ers battle wildland fires that scorched 
more than 128,000 acres. 

 — Photo by SPC Abel Trevino

  Kenya
SSG Jay Antenocruz of the Guam 
Army National Guard takes up a firing 
position with a Kenyan army soldier 
during the joint exercise Natural Fire.
— Photo by MC2 Roger S. Duncan, USN
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Installation    
Management 

   Command
Story by Ned Christensen

M

Ned Christensen is the chief of public affairs at 
the Arlington, Va.-based Installation Management 
Command.

Introducing
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“This new command is the logical next step in the 
evolution of the IMA,” said LTG Robert Wilson.

New barracks — such as this complex 
at Fort Lewis, Wash. — are one result 
of the Army’s focus on centralized 
installation management. 

Installations have always been 
“owned” by local commanders, who 
requested funds for things they con-
sidered to be priorities — such as 
refurbishment of on-post structures.
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IMCOM will shrink to two regions in the 
United States and consolidate most of the 
command at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.

IMCOM also overseas envi-
ronmental issues — such as 
the reuse of materials taken 
from demolished structures 
— through the Army Envi-
ronmental Center.  
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S
Crews work on a 10-acre expansion 
of the apron at Fort Lewis’ Gray Army 
Airfield. The work provided additional 
space for the new aviation units now 
assigned to the installation. 

IMCOM helps ensure better training 
for Soldiers by supporting the facilities 
that posts use for that training. IM-
COM civilians also operate ranges.

In 2005 the Barracks Improvement 
Program brought better living condi-
tions to nearly 40,000 Soldiers. 
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T

Expanding

Fort Lewis
Story by Don Kramer, Jim Symmonds, Joseph Piek and Jason Kaye

Don Kramer, Jim Symmonds, Joseph Piek and Jason 
Kaye work for the Fort Lewis Public Affairs Office. 
Brendalyn Carpenter of the Fort Lewis Directorate 
of Public Works contributed to this article. 

The expansion of Fort Lewis and its facilities will mean greater training opportunities 
for Soldiers — such as these ROTC cadets and active-duty medics taking on the litter 
obstacle course at the post’s Medical Simulation Training Center.
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Juan Munjarro guides a 
section of a four-bedroom 
duplex into position dur-
ing construction of modular 
homes in Fort Lewis’ Hillside 
neighborhood.
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The arrival of 
new units on 
post created 
demands for 
more than just 
quality-of-life
infrastructure.

Soldiers from the I Corps’ Special Troops 
Battalion share a game of pool in their 
barracks common area. New construc-
tion and renovations to existing barracks 
will add almost 4,700 barracks spaces at 
Fort Lewis by 2013.

Soldiers from 2nd Bn., 3rd Inf.. train 
at Fort Lewis’ high-tech Leschi Town 
urban training area. Fort Lewis has 
hosted the creation of three Stryker 
brigade combat teams — with a fourth 
on the way.
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S

PVTs John Hadley, Kyle Handrahan 
and Joseph Radich, all of 1st Sqdn., 
2nd Cav. Regt., run through a Joint 
Conflict and Tactical Simulations sce-
nario at Fort Lewis’ Battle Command 
Training Center.
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A

PTA’s Past

Managing

Bob McElroy is the public affairs officer at Hawaii’s 
Pohakuloa Training Area. 
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Pohakuloa
Story and Photos by Bob McElroy

Supporting Today’s Force

Protecting the Environment

Pohakuloa Training Area on Hawaii lies 
in the saddle formed by Mauna Loa and 
Mauna Kea volcanoes. In this view the 
cantonment area is in the foreground, the 
impact area and firing ranges are beyond 
the cantonment area and Mauna Loa lies 
in the background.
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he 2006 Take Pride in 
America National Award for volunteer 

PTA’s community outreach and 

Natural and Cultural Resources staffs 
host Big Island students and teachers 

-

sensitive and endangered natural and 

The Natural Resources staff grows 

Bundles dropped by a C-17 Globe-
master III cargo aircraft of the Air 
Force’s 15th Airlift Wing float to the 
ground at PTA’s Mikilua Drop Zone. 
The Air Force made the first C-17 
heavy drops at PTA in May 2006.

PTA’s firing ranges allow units to conduct small-arms and crew-served weapons familiarization training and qualifications. Here, 
Soldiers engage targets with their personal weapons.

A 45th Special Troops Battalion Sol-
dier fires his .50-caliber machine gun 
during unit convoy training at PTA. 
Live-fire training is also available. 
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control using weed whackers and her-

-

A Bright Future

A simulated improvised explosive 
device detonates near a 29th Engineer 
Battalion vehicle during a convoy live- 
fire exercise. 

An OH-58D Kiowa Warrior from the 
Hawaii-based 1st Battalion, 25th Avia-
tion Regiment, engages a target with 
two folding-fin aerial rockets during 
training at PTA.
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Marching for the
Soldiers of Bataan
Story by Mike Cast and Monte Marlin

T

Mike Cast works in the Developmental Test Command 
Public Affairs Offi ce. Monte Marlin works at the Public 
Affairs Offi ce at White Sands Missile Range.

Marchers pay their respects to Bataan 
survivor Ben Montoya at the Bataan 
Memorial Death March start line. 

More than 3,800 people, both military 
and civilian — representing all 50 
states, the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Canada and Korea — participated 
in the 2006 Bataan Memorial Death 
March at White Sands Missile Range, 
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Prospective participants in the upcoming 
March 25 event should visit the Bataan 
March Web site, www.bataanmarch.com,
for helpful training-regimen tips.

Domino Soto-Santara refl ects on his 
long journey.  He was one in a group 
of Soldiers deemed the “Amputeam,” 
coming from Walter Reed and Brooke 
Army medical centers.

Arizona Army National Guard SGT 
Laurel Walker applies green duct tape 
to the foot of fellow marcher SPC Alex 
Kratzenberg.

A competitor takes a moment to greet 
a death march survivor, who wears 
his World War II uniform for the oc-
casion.
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Two-thirds of the way 
through the 26.2-mile me-
morial course, a marcher 
refreshes himself at a water 
mister station.

S

Kevin Casey
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S

Mary Kate Chambers works for the U.S. Army 
Recruiting Command.

Bowled Over
Story by Mary Kate Chambers

Players take the fi eld  before a crowd 
of more than 31,000 for the 2006 U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl. The 2007 
event will be played Jan. 6 in Texas.



S o l d i e r s • N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 6 25

S

MG W. Montague Winfield, com-
mander of U.S. Army Cadet Command, 
joins Soldiers and enlistees on the fi eld 
during the 2006 pre-game ceremony.

The Army All-American Bowl 
airs on NBC 

January 6, 2007
Check your local television listings for 

times and affi liates broadcasting in 
your area

Additional information on the Army All-
American Bowl can be found at www.
army.mil, keyword search “Army All-
American Bowl.”
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Rebuildin

Bob Farrell, the oil program manager for 
USACE GRS, explains the construction prog-
ress at an Iraqi oil facility to New York Times 
reporter Jim Glanz and Kathye Johnson, the 
deputy director of the USACE GRS Project 
and Contracting Offi ce. Ken Holder
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g Iraq
Story by Ken Holder

A

Ken Holder is the public affairs offi cer for the Corps 
of Engineers’ Gulf Region, South, District.

With the help 
of the U.S. 
Army Corps 
of Engineers, 
the Iraqi 
people
are slowly 
rebuilding 
their nation. 
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Thomas L. Armstrong, chief of 
engineering and construction 
for USACE’s Gulf Region, North, 
presents a box of colored markers 
to a student wearing traditional 
Kurdish clothing.

Students of the Dahuk Boys High 
School surround Derek Walker, who 
helped refurbished their school.
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S

More than 98 public-works and water projects valued at more 
than $442 million have been awarded.  Of those projects, 67 
projects, valued at $48 million, have been completed.

Air Force Capt. Jason Campbell, GRS 
resident engineer, gets a construc-
tion update on the Nasiriyah drainage 
pump station from an Iraqi engineer. 
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Rolling
Story and Photos by SPC Lee Elder

I

SPC Lee Elder is with the 133rd Mobile Public Affairs 
Detachment.

Keeping ‘Em
Members of the Supply Support Activity at Operating Base Warhorse in eastern Iraq remove incoming vehicle repair parts from a 
truck. The parts will be sorted and then sent on to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team unit that needs them.
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S

SGT Leah Willis opens newly arrived 
cargo. She is the storage NCO for the 
FOB Warhorse SSA section.

“We get everything from toilet paper to tank tracks,” 
said SSG Robert Sylvia, the midnight shift’s NCOIC. 
“We handle everything.”
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Gold in
Germany
Story by SSG Jacob Caldwell
Photos by CPT Kevin Calkins

S

SSG Jacob Caldwell is assigned to the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs Offi ce. 
CPT Kevin Calkins is assigned to the 1st Squadron, 
91st Cavalry Regiment.

Going for the 

PFC Lucas Carlisle of C Troop, 1st 
Squadron, 91st Cavalry Regiment, 
throws the 6.25 kilogram Kugel during 
the Leistungsabzeichen German Army 
Physical Fitness Badge test conducted 
in Hammelburg, Germany.
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S

PVT Rusty Campbell of the 91st Cav. 
Regt.’s A Trp. participates in the 200- 
meter swim test, which followed a 
long-jump event.

SSG Terry Gilmore and SSG John Lambson of A 
Trp. fi re the 7.62mm MG3 machine gun as part of 
the Schuetzenschnur test.
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“TARHEELS”
Story and Photos by PFC Susan Blair

N

PFC Susan Blair is assigned to the 82nd Airborne 
Division’s 2nd Brigade Combat Team Public Affairs 
Offi ce.

Ch
alle

ng
ing

Rodney Quinn, 16, low crawls beneath 
barbed wire to complete the Air As-
sault Obstacle Course during Tarheel 
Challenge.

34 w w w . a r m y. m i l / s o l d i e r s
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S

Stacey VonCannon, 17, jumps over 
hurdles while Allen Hariston,16, makes 
his way through the tires at the Pre- 
Ranger course Obstacle Course at 
Fort Bragg.

Participants gain confi dence, discipline and self-respect, 
and start working together as a team.
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Sharp Shooters
We Need Your

Submissions
SOLDIERS wants your submissions for its “Sharp Shooters” 
photo feature. We are looking for interesting, exciting and 
Army-themed images that, alone or in combination with three 
to fi ve photographs, tell a complete story. Soldiers, family 
members and Army civilians — in fact any members of the 
Soldiers audience — are eligible to participate.

36 w w w . a r m y. m i l / s o l d i e r s
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When submitting your images to Sharp Shooters, 
please follow these requirements:

Digital images should be a minimum size of 
5x7 inches and a resolution no less than 300 dpi. 
Digital images can be sent via e-mail to 
soldiers@belvoir.army.mil 
with subject line: Sharp Shooters.
     
Conventional photo submissions should be mailed to:
Photo Editor, Soldiers
9325 Gunston Road, Ste. S-108
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060-5581

All submissions must include an 
introductory paragraph and captions.
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Better Meals
Story by Gerald Darsch and Kathy Evangelos

A

Edible History 
A Look Ahead 

S
Gerald Darsch is the director of Combat Feed-
ing, and Kathy Evangelos is the Combat Feeding 
Program integrator. Both work at the Natick Soldier 
Center at the U.S. Army Soldier Systems Center in 
Natick, Mass.

Developing and fielding nutritious 
MREs is an ongoing effort, and Sol-
dier-testers are routinely given the 
opportunity to fi eld test new meals.

for Soldiers
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Quilts for 
Casualties

Story and Photos by Brett B. McMillan

Brett B. McMillan works at the Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center Public Affairs Offi ce.

T
PFC Michael Stanley and his mother, 
Denise Rogan, display the “Honor Roll” 
quilt he was given. The quilters linked 
service members of previous wars to 
Stanley by having veterans from World 
War II to the Vietnam War sign squares 
in its pattern. They left one square blank 
for him to sign.
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Since the fall of 2003 quilters from around the country and 
as far away as Australia have sent more than 2,000 quilts to 
WRAMC to be given to wounded service members.

S

This quilt was opened to fi nd a mes-
sage to a service member that shows 
the feelings of its creators. Project 
organizers receive about 200 quilts 
each month to give to troops recover-
ing from their wounds or injuries in the 
war on terror.

•
WW 
W 

For more information see www.qovf.org 
or www.houseofhanson.com/qov.html.
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Legal Forum

Should I Leave Home 
Without It? 
THE recent security scares at airports in 

both Britain and the United States — and 
the resultant departure delays and fl ight 
cancellations — have reinforced the need 

for every traveler to know and understand what 
may legally be taken aboard a commercial 
airliner.  

Almost every week we read news articles 
about passengers who attempt to board aircraft 
with guns, knives and other prohibited items. I 
initially believed that there had been so much 
publicity about what not to 
attempt to carry aboard that 
everyone should know what 
the prohibited items are. 
Wrong!  

While most people realize 
that obvious weapons are 
a no-go — things like box 
cutters and pistols — many 
are unsure about things like 
scissors, knitting needles 
and other common items. 
To determine exactly which 
items are categorized as 
prohibited, I turned to the 

Steven Chucala is chief of the Legal As-
sistance Division in the offi ce of the Staff 
Judge Advocate at Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Transportation Secu-
rity Administration’s air 
travel Web page (www.tsa.
gov/travelers/airtravel/index.
shtm) and found a wealth of 
information. 

This handy source of offi cial guid-
ance covers all aspects of air travel, from prefl ight 
preparations to prohibited items, transporting special items, 
and tips for persons with disabilities and medical conditions.

The page that specifi cally covers what may and may not be 
carried aboard is at www.tsa.gov/travelers/
airtravel/prohibited/permitted-prohibited-items.
shtm. The information is broken down into 
such categories as alcoholic beverages, 
hunting and fi shing equipment, musical 
instruments, parachutes, scuba equipment 
and photographic equipment, to name a 
few. 

The Web page provides lists of items 
that may not be in carry-on bags, as well 
as those that are acceptable as long as 
they are in the passenger’s checked bag-
gage. For example, scissors with pointed 
tips cannot be carried aboard, but may be 
in checked baggage, while blunt-tip scis-
sors may be carried on. As a result of the 
recent foiled terrorist plot in Britain, most 
liquids, gels and aerosols must be packed 
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in checked baggage and will not be 
permitted in carry-on bags. Be sure to 
check the TSA Web site for the most up-to-
date information.    

Persons with special considerations — such as 
disabilities, medical concerns, religious 
or cultural needs, and those with pets 
— should ensure they have accurate 
information before going to the airport. 
The TSA Web site provides assistance on 
each of these areas. If you’re traveling over-
seas, bear in mind that security precautions may 
be more stringent than those that apply to fl ights within the 

United States.
Travelers should always remem-

ber that they might be held person-
ally liable for violations of air travel-
security regulations. While bringing 

What may not be carried 
aboard is available on the 
web at www.tsa.gov/
travelers/airtravel/pro-
hibited/permitted-pro-
hibited-items.shtm.

a prohibited item to the checkpoint might 
only result in the item’s confi scation, know-

ingly attempting to take the item aboard could 
also lead to your being criminally and civilly 
prosecuted.

Airport security screeners are legally 
empowered to search both you and your 
baggage, and travelers should approach the 
screening process with a spirit of patience 
and cooperation. If you realize at the last 
moment that you’re carrying something 
that may be prohibited, be prepared to vol-

untarily surrender it — but realize that voluntarily abandoned 
items cannot be recovered or returned to you.

You can help make your next fl ight a far more pleasant 
one by educating yourself about the most recent TSA regula-
tions, and by ensuring that you and your baggage conform 
to them. 

Air travel Web site at: www.tsa.gov/
travelers/airtravel/index.shtm.

NOTE: Please check with your airline 
before arriving at the airport to verify 
their policies for transporting particularly 
large items.
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MEDIC TRAINING SAVES LIVES
COMBAT Medic Advanced Skills Training is ensuring medics 
understand the difference between garrison and combat-
trauma care.

 Medics at Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo, recently participated 
in the new course, taught via video teleconference by the 
Army’s Medical Department Center and School at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. 

 The week-long course tested student medics through 
a simulated combat scenario that involved treating Soldiers 
wounded by improvised explosive devices and small-arms 
fire. 

Qualified instructors evaluated the medics’ skills during 
a field exercise, and the medics were given a written test to 
validate their mastery of the training. 

 The course was founded on the basic principles of Tacti-
cal Combat-Casualty Care, with modifications to training 
segments on airway, chest trauma, hemorrhage and hypo-
volemic shock. 

 The modifications address the two leading causes of death 
on the battlefield — bleeding from extremity wounds and ten-

sion pneumothorax. Extremity wounds account for more than 
60 percent of all wounds on today’s battlefields.

 And even with body armor, penetrating trauma can cause 
air to escape the body quickly, which creates pressure on the 
lungs, leading to asphyxiation. — Army News Service

ARMY ASSESSES NEW
LAND WARRIOR SYSTEM
THE Army recently conducted an extensive operational assessment 

of the Land Warrior and Mounted Warrior Soldier systems at Fort 

Lewis, Wash. 

Land Warrior, developed by Program Executive Office-Soldier at Fort 

Belvoir, Va., combines computers, lasers, navigation modules, radios 

and other technologically advanced equipment to improve Soldiers’ 

situational awareness and their ability to communicate on the battlefield 

and, ultimately, their ability to fight effectively and survive. 

Mounted Warrior, designed for combat-vehicle crew members, 

includes communications systems and displays that will improve situ-

ational awareness for Soldiers both on and off the vehicle. 

 The 2nd Infantry Division’s 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 

conducted the May-through-September assessment, which was 

sponsored by the Army Infantry Center at Fort Benning, Ga., and 

PEO-Soldier. 

The battalion was equipped with 440 Land Warrior systems and 

147 Mounted Warrior systems for the assessment, which will provide 

insights about the systems’ combat effectiveness. — ARNEWS
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For more information on the Land Warrior and Mounted Warrior 
systems visit www.peosoldier.army.mil or call (703) 704-2802.
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ARMY EXPANDS                   
FAMILY CHILD CARE
THE Army has selected Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and 10 
other posts to test a new program that offers military families 
more childcare options. 

The program is also being tested at Fort Carson, Colo.; 
Fort Riley, Kan.; Fort Campbell, Ky.; Fort Bragg, N.C.; Fort 
Drum, N.Y.; Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Lewis, Wash.; and in 
Maryland at Fort Meade, Aberdeen Proving Ground and 
Fort Detrick.

Through the Army Child Care in Your Neighborhood 
program,  the Family Service Association of San Antonio, 
Texas, affi liated with the National Association of Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies, has partnered with the 
Army to help augment off-post childcare. 

The partnership will ensure care provided in off-post 
homes and childcare centers meets stringent Army stan-
dards.

The Family Service Association has “recruited” two child-
care centers and 25 civilian providers in areas surrounding 
Fort Sam Houston for use by local Army families. 

To ensure quality of care, participating centers 
and in-home providers will be monitored by the 
Family Service Association to ensure their full 
compliance with standards.

Additionally, Army families us-
ing the program will be given a 

childcare subsidy, based on total 
family income and program fees. 
— ARNEWS

NEW EXCHANGE CATALOG 
AVAILABLE
Featuring a range of merchandise representing the Exchange’s com-
mitment to quality, value and selection, the catalog includes nearly 600 
pages of popular, name-brand merchandise geared to help military 
families decorate, organize or just 
indulge.
 Prices in this all-services catalog 
— which is available to all autho-
rized exchange customers — are 
valid through Jan. 15, 2007.
 Exchange privileges are au-
thorized for active-duty military 
members, military retirees, Re-
servists, National Guard mem-
bers, Department of Defense 
civilians working overseas, 
exchange employees and their 
family members.
 Orders can be placed by 
mail, fax or phone. Toll-free 
orders can be placed from 
the United States, Puerto 
Rico or Guam by calling 
(800) 527-2345. The Exchange 
Catalog Center is open around the 
clock, seven days a week.
 Complimentary international access calling is also avail-
able from several countries. 
Authorized customers can also make online purchases at 
www.aafes.com. — AAFES Public Affairs
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ARMY MARS PROGRAM STILL GOING STRONG
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MENTION “MARS Station” to retired service members and they’ll 
tell you how they were able to talk with loved ones in the United 
States via phone patches, high-frequency radios and vol-
unteer radio operators while serving overseas.

The U.S. Army Military Affi liated Radio System, 
a backup emergency-communications system, is 
still connecting loved ones at distant locations 
via phone-patching and MARS messages. 

The Army MARS system operates 24-7, 
and participates in the National Communi-
cations Systems Shared Resources High 
Frequency Radio Program. Designed to bring 
federal, state and private-industry high-frequen-
cy resources together, it would allow emergency 
messages to be passed if normal communications 
channels were unavailable.

Government agencies involved in the program include 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the Department 

of Homeland Security and the State Department.
During hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the Fort Huachuca, Ariz., 

MARS Station relayed messages that could not be passed 
in the affected areas because the communications 

infrastructure was destroyed. 
Along with voice traffi c, MARS can pass large 

fi les with bulk information via computers. 
MARS is made up of 2,500 member sta-

tions in the continental United States. Only 
270 are military stations; the rest are civil-
ian-volunteer stations. MARS relies almost 
exclusively on volunteer operators, who 

donate time and buy their own equipment to 
make the system work. — ARNEWS
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For more information on MARS, visit 
www.netcom.army.mil/mars/default.htm.
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The catalog is available at main stores and online at 
www.aafes.com or www.cg-exchange.com.
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Jumping For Blinded Veterans

Story by Don WagnerFocus on People
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For more information about help for 
blinded veterans, go to www.bva.org.

am jumping for all blinded American 
veterans,” said MAJ Thomas Zampieri 

(Ret.), director of government relations for the Blinded 
Veterans Association.  He was given a chance to sky-
dive with the U.S. Army’s Golden Knights Parchute 
Team in rural Orange, Va., 90 minutes southwest of 
Washington, D.C. 

Zampieri suffers from the disease retinitis pig-
mentosa and is almost completely blind himself. 
Before losing his sight he was on active duty, from 
1972 to 1975. He joined the Army National Guard 
and served as a physician assistant from 1978 to 
2000. He has been the BVA’s government-relations 
director since April 2005.

“After visiting blinded American veterans who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center, in Washington, D.C. last year, I decided to 
jump for them,” said Zampieri. “I want them to know that 
there are resources to help them become independent, 
enjoy life, and do fun things like skydiving in their recovery 
from blindness.” 

  Before the jump, he and various leaders of veterans’ 
and military-service organizations, who were also given 
an opportunity to jump, underwent a training session by 
Golden Knights tandem team leader SFC Billy Van Soelen, 
who, through video presentations, familiarized the group 
with parachute equipment and skydiving techniques, in-
cluding how to correctly exit the plane, free fall and land. 

After the training, the group was divided into several 
smaller groups. Throughout the day, each of the would-
be jumpers was paired with a Golden Knights tandem 
partner. 

After boarding the Golden Knights’ UV-21 Twin Otter 
jump aircraft and climbing to about 12,500 feet, the tandem 
teams exited the plane in single fi le, to enjoy what one 
jumper described as a “very quiet, calming and peaceful 
descent” to earth. 

Each jump lasted about six minutes — a minute of 
free fall followed by fi ve minutes of maneuvers — before 
the jumpers landed safely at their drop zone. 

Zampieri said that during his jump he thought of 
other ways to raise the level of awareness of how blinded 
service members can get help, and ways in which they 
can lead active and independent lives. 

A couple of weeks after the jump, Zampieri attended 
the 2006 Blinded Veterans Association National Conven-
tion in Buffalo, N.Y. There, he and blinded service mem-
bers met with other blind veterans to develop “friendships 
and a strong support network,” he said. 

“We all know how diffi cult the recovery from blind-
ness can be,” Zampieri said. “Preventing blinded veterans 
from withdrawing into isolation is the largest hurdle to 
overcome.” S



To be a veteran,
one must know and
determine one’s price
for freedom.

For the best possible care,
call your VA point of contact.

For VA health care, contact your nearest 
VA medical center or call (877) 222-8387. 

For counseling and community support,
contact your nearest Vet Center.

For Information about:
— GI Bill education benefi ts, call 1-888-442-4551;
— Service member group life insurance, 
     call 1-800-669-8477;
— And for information about compensation,
    home loan and other benefi ts,
     call 1-800-827-1000

Complete information on all VA programs
is available at www.va.gov.




